Editorial
It is with pride, happiness, and excitement that I accept my new position as Editor-in-Chief of our journal. As I settle into this position, I join a small but elite cadre of cosmetic surgeons who have had the privilege of serving as editor-inchief of the American Journal of Cosmetic Surgery (AJCS). AJCS has earned a well-deserved reputation as the cosmetic surgical source for accurate, reliable, and current information. It is read by cosmetic surgeons around the world. First, I would like to thank my dear friend and colleague, Dr Jane Petro, for her contributions and help in getting this journal to where we are now. I can always count on her for feedback, guidance, and advice.
I believe that all of us as a specialty have to stand together to improve our specialty and journal. We all come from different surgical backgrounds and expertise, something our founders intended. Our goals include advancing our organization through our commitments to improve patient outcomes. Our diversity is unique and is actually our strength. Research and development are vital to the progress and advancement of our organization. I recently attended the American Academy of Cosmetic Surgery (AACS) national meeting and heard many outstanding lectures and presentations. Speakers presenting original work should submit their findings to our journal. Our fellows, the future of our profession, should be required to pursue research in their fellowship training and submit their work to our journal. Unless we actively participate in research and innovation, our specialty will not progress!!! Healthcare challenges for cosmetic surgery include appropriate adoption of technology, outcome analysis, and anticompetitive legislation.
SAGE and the AACS share the goal of getting the AJCS indexed. To achieve this, we will have to improve our metrics from its current state. In the meantime, published articles are searchable by various scholarly engines, so your contributions will not go unnoticed. Indexing will need the help, involvement, and commitment of ALL of us!!! Increasing the health of our journal to meet the requirements of the MEDLINE index to which we are applying includes Improving our journal and organization will require the ACTIVE support of all of you! Each one of us should be an advocate for our journal and specialty. Dr. Petro pointed out in her last editorial that our journal has "a wealth of information, original research, and clinical pearls." 3 I would like to emphasize her recommendation that you all should take advantage of all the great information provided by our distinguished colleagues who have contributed so much to cosmetic surgery. Share these manuscripts with your colleagues, patients, fellows, residents, and students. I personally teach my residents and students how to practice evidence-based medicine by quoting relevant articles from our journal and others. Ultimately, improving exposure of our journal will allow us to make it more reputable and will hopefully increase our impact factor.
I can't do any of this by myself! I will need the help, input, and ACTIVE involvement of our editorial board, reviewers, and members. Our editorial board members, our members, and our diverse surgical specialties must be encouraged to submit their research, guest editorial, or perspective to our journal. This should be a venue for us to share and communicate our innovations, advances, adverse outcomes, and techniques. This will ultimately make us all more knowledgeable and improve our patient safety.
Finally, as I prepare to meet the challenges of the future, please do not hesitate to contact me with your suggestions, comments, and recommendations for improving our journal.
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